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our mission The Montana Land Reliance (MLR) partners with

private landowners to permanently protect agricultural lands, 

fish and wildlife habitat, and open space. The immediate

accomplishments of MLR’s conservation work are measured in

acres of land protected and miles of streambank preserved. 

The lasting benefits of MLR’s work are the perpetuation of 

a lifestyle and an economy that rely on responsibly managed

private land and the increasingly valuable Montana open spaces

that will continue to nourish the spirit of future generations.

On the cover: Missouri River Breaks
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proved to be the second-best year for 
conservation on record! Staff completed 
27 conservation easements, adding 66,658 acres 

to our portfolio of protected lands across the state. These new projects bring
The Montana Land Reliance’s (MLR) total acres protected to 1,286,862 
and keeps us on track to realize our long-term goal of conserving two million
acres by 2040. The completed projects span the state, from Heron and
Polebridge in western Montana, to Musselshell and Forsyth in the east. The 
lands protected in 2022 include core sage grouse habitat, native grasslands,
riparian zones, forests, and working farms and ranchlands. With each 
protected acre, MLR ensures that the Montana we all love
will continue to be available for future generations. 

2022 also saw the hiring of Paul Burdett as MLR’s General
Counsel. Paul started his career as a litigation attorney 
at Goetz, Baldwin & Geddes, P.C., in Bozeman (now Goetz,
Geddes & Gardner). Before accepting a position with MLR,
Paul worked for the Montana Supreme Court and the First
Judicial District Court in Lewis & Clark County. He has deep
roots in Montana agriculture and is the third generation on
his family’s farm and ranch near Billings. Prior to law school,
he worked as a guide on the Smith River. He received his 
J.D. from the University of Montana Law School. Please join
me in extending a warm welcome to Paul! 

2022 was a year of recognition for MLR’s founders, Christine Torgrimson 
and Barbara Rusmore. I am pleased to report that Christine and Barbara 
were inducted into the Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame, a deserving honor for
their significant and lasting contributions to the conservation of Montana’s
wildlife and open spaces. Christine and Barbara founded MLR in 1978, with 
the goal of slowing what they saw as unchecked subdevelopment in Montana.
Over the past 44 years, MLR has done just that. Barbara and Christine’s 
legacy is much more than the founding of a land trust. It’s the creation of 
a community of conservation-minded landowners who value protected
landscapes across Montana. 

In this annual report, we celebrate the
legacy of Craig and Martha Woodson, founders 
of Ruby Habitat Foundation (RHF) and recipients
of MLR’s 2022 Conservation Award. Thanks go
out to RHF Executive Director, Les Gilman, for
sharing with us some of his experiences working
with Craig and Martha over the years. Martha Woodson passed peacefully in
February 2022 at the age of 90. We extend our condolences to the Woodson
family and the RHF community on her passing. We want to express our
appreciation to Les Gilman who is retiring after serving as the executive 

director of RHF for 20 years, since its creation in 2002.

You will also be introduced to the Roen family, this year’s
recipient of the William F. Long Award. This award is given
annually to a landowner who has protected critical upland bird
habitat. The Roens are young, up-and-coming ranchers from
Melstone, Montana, who completed conservation easements
with MLR in 2021 and 2022 that protect 5,000 acres of greater
sage grouse and upland bird habitat. You will read about their
efforts to rehabilitate and restore grasslands while maintaining
a sustainable ranching operation. 

Finally, you will read about longtime MLR supporter Judy
Hutchins and her work protecting at-risk lands in western
Montana. Judy offers her perspective on what makes Montana

such a wonderful place to visit and call home, and what we can do to ensure it
stays that way. I think you will find Judy’s advice admirable, reflecting the values
and conservation ethic we can all strive for in our own lives. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to you, our landowners, supporters,
donors, advisors, and friends. Your support makes our work possible. We look
forward to 2023 as we work together to build on MLR’s mission of partnering
with private landowners to permanently protect our agricultural lands, 
wildlife habitat, and open space. 

–George Olsen, Board President

2022

With each protected
acre, MLR ensures 

that the Montana we 
all love will continue 

to be available for 
future generations.
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The Montana Land Reliance has worked with private landowners all 
across Montana to meet their conservation goals, including the protection 
of major watersheds critical to agriculture and wildlife habitat.

1,286,862 acres of ecologically, agriculturally, and historically important 
land, and 1,957 miles of streambank, are now protected under MLR’s 
965 conservation easements.

  1  Axtell, Jr., Joe Page,                                         758
      Barbara Jean Axtell, & Nancy Axtell
  2  Carlson, Jehnet                                                324
  3  Casey, Ilene D. Fulker                                      230 
  4  Casey, Ilene D. Fulker                                        21
  5  Martin & Margaret M. Clark, LLC                 2,268
  6  Cornell, Stephen E.                                         120
      & Maura Grogan Cornell
  7  Dry Creek Ranch, LLP                                    3,240
  8  Gildroy, Gordon Joe & Mary Ann                    100
  9  Herman, Sidney N.                                        4,951
10  Hutchins, Judith                                                 52
11  Lepley Creek Livestock Co.                           1,379
12  Lund, Marion I.                                                 137
13  Machler, D. Mark & Sheila J. Machler,            822
      Joel Frank Machler & Lisa Lynn Werner 
14  Machler, D. Mark & Sheila J. Machler,            320 
      Joel Frank Machler & Lisa Lynn Werner 
15  George Mattson Farms, Inc.                         5,799
      & Janice Mattson
16  Middle Fork Land & Livestock, Inc.              22,203
17  Rimkus, Leon D. & Alice F.                               203
18  Roen, Mitch Del & Jennifer Marie                  3,639
19  Round Grove Ranch Company                     3,352 
20  Round Grove Ranch Company                     4,802
21  Shields River, LLC                                             639
22  Six Meadows Ranch LLC                                  842
23  Sullivan, Donald G.                                          160
24  Switchback Ranch, LLC                                 9,651
25  Teller Wildlife Refuge, Inc.                                10
26  Thistle Creek Ranch                                         439
27  Yellow Mountain Preserve, LLC                      197

Since 1978, In 2022

54,908 acres 
of Range/Forest 

7,394 acres 
of Elk Habitat

837 acres 
of Wetlands 

51 miles 
of Streambank

2022 PROTECTION HIGHLIGHTS

TOTAL 2022 ACREAGE 66,658

Beaverhead Mountains
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Private lands make 
up 18% of Montana’s
watersheds. Conserving
watersheds supports
family farms and
ranches, a vibrant
recreation industry,
wildlife habitat, and 
miles of rivers and
streams. 

The preservation of private lands in Montana is key 
to protecting vulnerable habitat that allows for the
diversity of wildlife you can only find in Montana. 

private land conservation

watershed protection
wildlife legacy

1,286,862

TOTAL CONSERVATION
EASEMENT ACREAGE

1,957

14 16 18 20 22

TOTAL MILES OF
STREAMBANK PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

618,883

TOTAL ELK HABITAT
ACREAGE PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

47,579

TOTAL WETLAND
ACREAGE PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

Powder River near Broadus

Whitetail deer in Canola field
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Fifty-eight million acres
of Montana’s lands are in
agricultural production.
The protection of these
working farms and
ranches is critical for the
preservation of the state’s
rural communities and
agricultural economy. 

agricultural heritage

343,848

GREATER YELLOWSTONE
ECOSYSTEM ACREAGE 
PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

21,102

NORTHERN CONTINENTAL
DIVIDE ECOSYSTEM
ACREAGE PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

221,415

TOTAL CROP/HAY/
PASTURE ACREAGE 
PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

1,065,447

TOTAL FOREST/
RANGE ACREAGE
PROTECTED

14 16 18 20 22

Near Avon

Lower Red Rock Lake

Private lands contain some of the richest biodiversity
found in Montana. Conserving these places is vital to
ensuring our ecosystems remain healthy and intact. 

ecosystem protection
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Judy’s conservation goals 
include emphasis on areas with 
exceptional wildlife habitat.
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rowing up on an irrigated 
pig farm in western Colorado’s 
sagebrush steppe, Judy

Hutchins was surrounded by nature
and wildlife. Her mother was a botanist
and ornithologist who would often take
her birding. Judy remembered walking
the sloughs and drainage ditches on 
the farm, stalking ducks in knee deep
water, and listening intently as Red-
winged Blackbirds sang in the cattails
in the spring. While working outside
and exploring the landscape were a
part of her daily life, there were times
when she and her brothers were
instructed to stay in. Judy remembered
instances as a kid having to run
indoors at the sound of a low flying
airplane. “The crop dusters would fly
right over our house,” she recalled. 
“I remember going out after a crop-
dusting flight and picking up a White-
throated Swift in our flower garden. 
It couldn’t move. It had been paralyzed
by the insecticide.” 

Judy’s experiences on the farm, 
both good and bad, instilled in her 
at a young age the tense relationship
humans often have with the
environment. She took those lessons

with her to high school in New York
City and then on to college, where she
studied Wildlife Biology and Botany at
the University of Michigan and then 
the University of Montana. “I traded 
in shoveling pig pens for paperwork,”
Judy laughed, “I enjoyed college.” In
1973, she had the opportunity to attend
a summer field camp at Yellow Bay on
Flathead Lake, where she fell in love
with the northwest part of the state. 

Judy had always had a soft spot in her
heart for Montana. Her parents met
while working at the Elk Horn Dude
Ranch south of Big Sky and were
married at the county courthouse in
Bozeman. Judy recalled, “I grew up
with an idealized view of Montana.
When I moved here in 1973, I knew 
it would be my home.” 

Judy worked for the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS) in her mid-twenties for five
summers. She cruised timber for three
summers then moved on to a special
project where she was responsible 
for collecting specialized data on the
Cabinet Ranger District. The USFS 
was just starting to use computers 
and was attempting to organize the

landscape into units by drainage 
for timber management purposes. 
Judy recalled that there were units all
over the district that were a mystery. 
The Forest Service had little idea 
what was out there. It was her job 
to solve the mystery by completing 
timber inventories, mapping the 
units, and making management
recommendations. “Working for the
USFS was a grand introduction to
being in the woods,” Judy recalled.
“The weather was occasionally ugly, 
but there was a lot of wildlife. That’s
where I learned a lot about trees.” 

Judy fell in love with Montana’s 
old growth forests. In her work for the
USFS, she was amazed at how much 
of the old growth, especially the 
cedar trees, had already been logged. 
“I came out of the USFS pessimistic,”
she stated. “Nothing was really natural
anymore in the forests.” While still
believing in practical management,
Judy became an advocate for
protecting what was left of the big
trees. “Those old growth trees will
never come back,” she said. “They are
giant living fossils and carbon sinks
and cannot be replaced.” 

“If you live here 
because you love

Montana, do 
something to 

protect this place 
you love.”

G

motivation

judy hutchins’ 
conservation legacy
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With her heart and interests in the
woods, Judy put down roots in Heron,
Montana, and became involved in 
local conservation and land use issues.
She was elected to the Green Mountain
Conservation District board of
supervisors in 1988 where she
advocated for environmental protections
for drainages in the lower Clark Fork
River. Judy credits her mother’s work
on water rights in Mesa County,
Colorado, for having an impact on her
understanding of conservation. Of her
mother, Judy recalled, “she was a tough

and determined woman who fought for 
what she believed in, and her passion
for water was evident in everything she
did.” During her time in Colorado,
Judy’s mother Ruth Powell Hutchins
took on the Bureau of Reclamation and
Denver Water Authority when they 
proposed taking water from farmers 
near Fruita, Colorado. Her work helped
keep water in the valley for agriculture,
instead of seeing it pumped over the
mountains to Denver. In recognition of
her efforts, Colorado Mesa University
created the Ruth Powell Hutchins 

Water Center, with a mission to further
research and education on water issues
in the Colorado River Basin.

For Judy, whether it’s water or trees,
conservation isn’t that complicated.
“For me, conservation means being
aware of the natural world and trying
to preserve it, work with it, not destroy
it.” In her almost 50 years living 
in Heron, Judy has seen too many
individuals and extractive businesses 
in Montana wanting to exploit some
natural resource. “They see the natural
world only in terms of dollar signs,” she
stated. “I had to do something. I only
wish I could have done so much more.”

Throughout her 30s and 40s, Judy
spent a lot of her time on conservation
issues. She was a founding board 
member of the Clark Fork Coalition
and served on the boards of several
other non-profits. Through her
advocacy and community mobilization
efforts, Judy had major impacts on
issues ranging from logging in the
northwest, to proposed mining in the
Cabinet Mountain Wilderness. One of
her projects involved persuading the
Forest Service to keep Trout Creek 
in the lower Clark Fork roadless. 

Trout Creek was one of several roadless 
drainages that the USFS listed for
potential designation as Wilderness. 
By the 1990s, it was one of the only
roadless drainages remaining in the
ranger district. Judy went to work and 

helped convince the USFS to keep
Trout Creek undeveloped. She argued
that it was too valuable as a hydrologic
baseline drainage. Today, Trout Creek
remains roadless, and is the control 
by which the USFS can measure the
impacts of roads and development
across the national forest. 

In addition to formal conservation
work, Judy was informally protecting
land on her own. Beginning in 
the 1970s she began purchasing
undervalued parcels in the Clark Fork
River Valley. “When I started out, my
goal was two-fold: I wanted to protect
open space and foil subdividers,” 
Judy recalled. She soon refined her
parameters, placing emphasis on
important wildlife corridors, areas with
exceptional wildlife habitat or wetlands,
and old growth forest. She developed 
a business model that involved
purchasing a property, cleaning it 
up (which often involved removing
dilapidated trailers and plenty of junk),
protecting the land with a conservation
easement, waiting a few years, then
selling the parcel. With the proceeds
from the sale, and the associated 

Judy emphasized 
that protecting the 

right land, even smaller
acreages, could have

significant net-positive
results.
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tax deduction generated by the
conservation easement, she could 
then purchase another property and
begin the process over.

After completing several conservation
easements with The Montana Land
Reliance (MLR), staff asked Judy to
serve on the MLR Board of Directors.
Judy served from 2007–2017, during
which time she brought an important
perspective to the organization. With
much of MLR’s work focused on large
agricultural and recreational properties,
Judy emphasized the value of
protecting smaller acreages. She
argued that protecting the right land,
even if small, could have significant
net-positive results. Of her time serving
on the MLR Board, Judy most enjoyed
meeting new people and traveling
around the state. “It was a great way 
to see Montana,” she recalled. 

Judy hasn’t taken a break!
To date, she has completed ten
conservation easements with MLR, one
with Kanisku Land Trust (KLT) based
in Sandpoint, Idaho, and one with
Yampa Valley Land Trust in Colorado.
Her work with KLT is of special note. 
In the late 1990s Judy came across a
76-acre parcel of what she described 
as “messy farmland” between Heron,
Montana, and Clark Fork, Idaho. She
was able to purchase the property, and
over several years protect its beaver
pond and related wetland features. 
In 2018, Judy partnered with KLT, 

of which she was a board member, 
to permanently protect the land.
With stunning views of the Cabinet
Mountains, the property was formally
named The Cabinet View Nature Area,
but for locals, they continue to call it
“Judy’s Place.” Today, the land is home
to wildlife, as well as KLT’s blossoming
education programs. The land is open
to the public as a space for people to
gather and learn about wetlands and
woods, and to care for trees and trails,
all things important to Judy Hutchins. 

At almost 70, Judy is cautiously
optimistic about the future of
conservation in northwest Montana.
Her conservation model, which had
worked well, doesn’t really work
anymore. “When I started out, I could
find 80s (acres) and 120s that were
coming off 320s,” she noted. “Now it’s
down to 5s and 10s. The opportunity 
to buy larger parcels is just not here
anymore. Any available land is being
snapped up by folks moving in from
out of state.” Before the pandemic,
Sanders County would regularly have
dozens of properties for sale at any
given time. Today, quality properties
rarely last longer than a few weeks 
on the market. 

Despite growth, rising land prices, and
a changing demographic, she still sees
reasons to stay hopeful. As population
grows, and pressure to develop
increases, longtime landowners who
have not had interest in conservation 

easements are now considering their
options. In addition, recreation as an
economic driver is also growing. Places
like Thompson Falls are now touting
access to the Clark Fork River and
nearby trails for hiking and outdoor
recreation. For better or worse, Judy is
hopeful that the younger generation,
which places value on recreation and
access, will take up conservation,
whatever that might look like. 

For now, Judy is staying busy, like 
she always does. She has a few more
parcels to conserve with MLR in the
coming years, and she’s always on the
lookout for another good opportunity.
In her town of Heron, she recently 
built a much-needed general store to
serve the growing community. And,
she’s working on ideas to create 

affordable housing for seniors, among
several other projects. Judy is a person
MLR is proud to recognize. 

Her decades-long career in
conservation has protected important
places, habitat, and open space in 
Montana. Her motivation comes 
from a place of love for the land,
something she learned as a young
woman and never forgot. “If you 
love living in Montana do something 
for it,” she stated, frankly. “If you 
live here because you love Montana, 
do something to protect this place 
you love.” MLR is honored to have
partnered with Judy Hutchins over 
the years to conserve the places 
we love, and we look forward to many
more years of collaboration ahead! 

Jo
hn

 L
am

bi
ng

Cabinet Mountains 



The Woodson 
Ranch story is full 
of connections with 

the land, wildlife,
community, and

agriculture, just as 
Craig and Martha 

would want it.

I

2022 conservation award: 
craig and martha woodson

10

n the fall of 1992, the local 
NRCS District Conservationist 
introduced Craig and Martha

Woodson to Les Gilman. Les, a fifth-
generation Ruby Valley rancher, was
hoping to get to know the Woodsons,
who had recently purchased an 
1,100-acre property along the Ruby
River, not far from Alder, Montana. 
At 38 and looking to expand his 
family ranching operation, Les was
excited about the potential of leasing
the grazing on the Woodson’s new
property. When Craig told him that 
he had other priorities, and that what
he really wanted was help improving
the water and habitat on the ranch for
fishing and wildlife, Les was initially
disappointed. He recalled of that
conversation, “Back then I believed
grass was for grazing, and water was
for irrigating. Period.” 

Thankfully, those initial differences
didn’t deter the two men from working
together. Les remembered, “I had
knowledge of the area and a
background in agriculture, and Craig
had the resources and inspiration to
make some changes. There were no
second thoughts about it.” 

Craig and Martha had initially bought
the property as an early retirement
project, something they could fix up
and enjoy for 10 years, and then sell
and return to Texas. Their plans were
altered when Craig suffered a stroke
shortly before taking possession of the
ranch in 1993. With Craig unable to
give direction, his attorney instructed
Les to hire staff and take care of the
place until Craig and Martha were able
to be more involved. Overnight, Les
was put in charge of running a ranch
for folks he had only just met. He hired
Juventino and Luisa Colado, to help
run the day-to-day operations for the
Woodsons and checked in with Craig
and Martha when possible. Under
Martha’s care, Craig began the arduous
process of recovery, re-learning how 
to eat and speak. 

Craig had met Martha when they were
both in their mid-fifties, and the two
had wasted no time in launching their
new lives together. Both divorcees,
with grown families and successful
careers, they had met in Fort Worth
and were married in 1987. Craig 
was a newspaper publisher and avid 
outdoorsman who loved to hunt and 
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fish. Martha, a former retail manager
with a degree in English and interest 
in art, was warm and easy to talk to.
Martha quickly took up fly fishing and
began accompanying Craig on fishing
trips to southwest Montana, where 
they fell in love with the Ruby Valley.
Purchasing a ranch along the Ruby
River was a dream come true. 

While the stroke had put a pause on
Craig and Martha’s dream, it was only
temporary. It wasn’t long before Craig
was making phone calls to the ranch to
see how things were progressing. He
attributed his recovery, in part, to
wanting to get back to Montana. Les
recalled, that every Thursday morning,
Craig would begin their weekly phone
call with the opener, “What have you
done for me today?” Les would give the
report, and the meeting would end with
Craig reminding the staff to always
have his best interests in mind.

A Land Ethic
Craig’s interests had root in Aldo
Leopold’s Land Ethic. Craig was a
student of A Sand County Almanac
and would pass out copies of the book
to friends, visitors to the ranch, and 
to his and Martha’s grown children.
According to Les, many of Craig’s ideas
about conservation came straight from
Leopold, particularly his insistence that
they do the right thing when it came to
the natural resources on the ranch. 

When A Sand County Almanac was
published in 1949 it challenged the
traditional view that nature was simply
a resource to be exploited for human
benefit. Leopold argued that nature was
an end in itself, deserving of respect
and protection, for its own sake. This
view was in sharp contrast to the
utilitarian approach of the time, which
saw the natural world as a means to an
end, with value only in terms of the
benefits it provides to humans.

Leopold believed (as did Craig) that 
the human relationship with the land
should be one of stewardship and that
people have a responsibility to use the
land in a sustainable way. While not a
biologist or conservationist by formal
training, Craig placed value on the
interdependence of the living things 
on the ranch and tried to consider the
effects of his management actions 
on the entire ecosystem.

For Craig, being an ethical steward
meant doing the right thing, even 
when doing the wrong thing might 
still be legal. According to Les, this is
something Craig took seriously. He
recalled a conversation they shared
about the burden of land ownership.
Craig wasn’t complaining, but rather
reflecting out loud that doing right 
by the land was often the more
expensive choice. 

continued
The Woodson Ranch
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He conveyed to Les that the land was
an extension of himself, something that
he was responsible for and took pride
in. Its success or failure was his
success or failure. It was a weight 
he carried. 

Craig did not carry the weight alone,
however. Martha, Les, the Colados, and
the local community were behind him.
Being from Texas, Craig and Martha
would be considered outsiders, but that
didn’t last long. They were intentional
in becoming a part of the Ruby Valley
community. They began attending the
local church and Martha joined a
bridge club. 

Craig engaged local contractors and
businesses for projects on the ranch. 
They set up a scholarship fund at the
high school and invited their new
friends to visit the ranch. While they
had initially bought the property as 
a private fishing retreat, Craig and
Martha soon began welcoming people
onto the ranch. 

Craig put value on the importance of
community and the role that people
play in shaping relationships with the
land. His time on the ranch had led 
him to a deeper appreciation and
understanding of the place. He had
found great satisfaction in participating 

in agricultural work, hunting, and 
fishing and wanted others to have that
experience. In that way, by engaging 
with the natural world, he believed his 
friends and family could also develop 
a sense of place and of responsibility 
to care for the land as he did. 

Craig’s recovery progressed and he
was soon fishing with Martha again.
With his legs back under him he set out
with Les to continue improving the
ranch. With Craig engaged in projects,
Martha went to work creating a place
both of their families could enjoy. 

She took the lead in overseeing the
construction of the human spaces on
the ranch. The residences became 
an extension of her warm demeanor
and love of family. Carved out
bunkbeds in the cabin walls for
grandchildren, tall windows to capture
natural light, and comfortable
mosquito-proof gazebos for evening
barbecues along the Ruby, were a few
of Martha’s touches. And for visitors, 
she transformed an outdated, unused
house on the ranch into a beautiful
guest lodge, with comfortable beds 
and a practical kitchen, aptly called 
the Hill House, after her maiden 
name. And, as a way of saying thank
you, Craig and Martha built a home for
Juventino, Luisa, and their children,
with a life estate on the ranch.  

Preserving the Ranch
For many Americans the events of 
9/11 invited deep reflection. For the
Woodson family, the attack on the 
Twin Towers inspired a desire for more
certainty. That Christmas the family
gathered in Texas, and everyone agreed
that preserving the ranch should be a
priority. Over the following months, Les
and Craig talked about what that might
look like. They had already enhanced
miles of Ruby River streambank, made
major improvements to the agricultural
operations, and Craig had plans to
embark on a major restoration of 
Clear Creek, returning the cold Ruby
River tributary to its original channel. 
Craig and Les courted several
conservation organizations who had
interest in the ranch, but their
proposals didn’t fit with Craig and
Martha’s long-term vision for the
property. After meeting with staff from
MLR, they felt that their interests
aligned with MLR’s mission of
permanently protecting open space and
wildlife habitat, while still allowing the
land to be available for agriculture. 

Soon after, Craig and Martha created
Ruby Habitat Foundation (RHF) as a
509(a)(3) support organization to
MLR, with Les becoming its executive
director. The foundation ensured 
that the ranch would be permanently
protected and remain available for
educational and agricultural purposes.

RHF opened the Hill House for visitors wanting to fish 
and enjoy the ranch.
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To support the new foundation, Craig
created the Woodson Ranch Endowment
and contributed $5 million in cash and
investments. Wanting to also contribute,
Martha created and funded the Hill
Education Endowment, with funds 
to be used for educational activities,
scholarships, wildlife-focused speaking
events, and community outreach.
Under Les’s leadership, RHF began
sponsoring annual wildlife speaking
events, Kids River Resource Day, and
opened the Hill House for visitors
wanting to fish and enjoy the ranch. 

Craig provided insight and inspiration
for another nine years after RHF was
created, attending every meeting. He
was influential in making sure things
were going the way he envisioned. 
He had great satisfaction watching 
the foundation grow from an idea into 
a thriving organization. 

In 2011, Craig Woodson passed away
at the age of 77. He left a profound
legacy of conservation in the Ruby
Valley. His children quoted Aldo
Leopold in describing their father,
“There are some who can live without
wild things and some who cannot.”

After Craig’s passing, Martha continued
as a member of the RHF Board. 
She was an enthusiastic supporter of
RHF’s restoration of Clear Creek 
and the creation of a heritage apple
orchard on the ranch, made up of 

grafts from century-old apple trees
found throughout the Ruby Valley.
Martha was proud of the diversity of
wildlife found on the ranch as well as
the sustainable grazing practices that
Les had put in place. Each spring she
returned, excited, with a glow of energy
that was contagious. During her last few
years, Martha most enjoyed spending
time with friends and family, viewing
wildlife and watching cattle graze in the
meadows. Martha Woodson passed
away in February 2022 at the age of
90, leaving behind her own mark on
the land and the people who knew her. 

Turning the Page
For Les Gilman, 2022 was a year of
transition. It marked 30 years on the
job, 10 as ranch manager/consultant 
to Craig and Martha, and 20 as
Executive Director of Ruby Habitat
Foundation. Les decided that 2022
would also be the year he retired. 

He recalled of the early days, “Nobody
knew exactly what we were going into, 

but the success of taking something 
from concept to reality in a 20-year
period is amazing. Being in on the 
ground floor at young adulthood and
being able to retire now is a source 
of great satisfaction.” 

Two accomplishments stand out for
Les. First, in the early years he put in
place grazing trials and soil health
projects on the ranch, which had
tremendous appeal to the agricultural
community. The second was the
completion of the decade-long
restoration of Clear Creek in 2021. 
The project restored the stream and
reconnected the cold-water tributary 
of the Ruby River to its floodplain,
which was also a goal that the local
conservation district had had for 
over 50 years. 

Les will miss the challenge but is happy
to pass on the mantle. “I’m not going 
to miss the burden of responsibility,” 
he said with a smile. “For the past 30
years, if something went wrong, I was 
responsible.” In talking about his 
relationship with Craig and Martha, Les
emphasized that he misses having them
around. “Working with Craig opened
my eyes to different perspectives,” he
said. “Ranches must have conservation
in mind to be sustainable.” That
perspective found its way into the 
mission of Ranch Resources, Inc., an
ag-focused consulting firm Les founded
in 1995. Many of the management 

practices that yielded success on the 
Woodson Ranch are now being put to
work on ranches across Montana,
Wyoming, and Oregon.

With the passing of Martha Woodson
and the retirement of Les Gilman, 
RHF and the Woodson Ranch turn a
page in its history. The Montana Land
Reliance is proud to honor Craig 
and Martha Woodson as recipients 
of the 2022 Conservation Award. 
Their conservation ethic and efforts 
to preserve the Woodson Ranch
encapsulate the mission of MLR. 

We would also like to recognize Les for
his years of service as RHF Executive
Director and acknowledge his role in
helping turn Craig and Martha’s ideas
into reality. We all look forward to the
next chapter in the Woodson Ranch
story, a story full of connections with
the land, wildlife, community, and
agriculture, just as Craig and 
Martha would want it. 

Restoration of Clear Creek
improved trout habitat.

Craig placed value 
on the interdependence

of the living things 
on the ranch and tried 
to consider the effects 

of his management
actions on the entire

ecosystem.
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ontana ain’t what she used 
to be.” It’s a phrase heard 
frequently across the state

when talking to ranchers and longtime
Montana residents. In some places,
change is happening at breakneck
speed. The once sleepy college cow-
town of Bozeman, for example, is now
one of the fastest growing urban areas
its size in the U.S., with a median single-
family home price of $950,000. It’s not
just urban areas experiencing change.
Agricultural land values across the 
state have doubled and, in some areas,
tripled from pre-pandemic levels. As
companies shifted to remote work
during the pandemic, people looked to
get out of congested urban centers and
relocate to smaller communities. Thanks
to shows like Paramount’s Yellowstone
that romanticize ranch life and the
American West, Montana is in the midst 
of a modern-day land rush, with no part
of the state escaping the crosshairs. 

A recent University of Montana tourism
study noted that more than 12 million
viewers have now experienced the
scenery of Montana via watching
Yellowstone. Of those viewers, 2.1
million have visited Montana in person,
some deciding to permanently relocate
or buy land in Big Sky Country. 

2019–2022 saw more ranches bought
and sold in Montana than at any other
time. Real estate data suggests that 
the majority of out of state buyers are
looking for recreational property, with
many looking for property that also
includes a working cattle operation.
Buyers are willing to pay a premium,
which is keeping land values high for
every type of ranch property. This is
good news for ranchers looking to 
sell, but creates new challenges for
ranchers and farmers still operating 
in the industry, and makes it next to
impossible to break in. 

Buying land and paying for it with cows
is a tough proposition. When cowboys
talk about the “good old days,” what
they really mean is when the value of
land was tied to its ability to produce
some commodity, whether it be cattle,
hay, crops, or timber. In Montana’s
current real estate climate, more and
more of the state is now almost
exclusively valued for non-production
qualities like privacy, hunting/fishing,
investment, and recreation. Young 
ranchers are having to get creative to
stay in business. Mitch and Jen Roen
are an example of a young ranching
family finding success, despite these
challenges. 

Mitch and Jen grew up in central
Montana and met in high school.
Originally from North Dakota, Mitch’s
grandfather had moved to Montana 
in the 1960s to start a commercial
Hereford operation. Jen’s family hails
from the Musselshell and Mosby areas,
with roots in agriculture dating back 
to the early 1900s. After graduating,
Mitch took a job as a farrier in
Richmond, Virginia. Of his time on the
East Coast he recalled, “I didn’t know
there could be so many people in one
place. After living in Virginia, I couldn’t 
get back to central Montana quick
enough!” Mitch and Jen were married
in 2006 and began ranching together.
Their three children, Will, Jack, and
Jocie (who happens to be a pole
bending and team roping state
champion), are also involved in the
family business.  

Mitch and Jen will be the first to 
tell you that ranching in Montana,
especially the last 10 years, has been
tough. “It’s a grind,” Mitch plainly
stated. “A lot of younger people don’t
want to do it, but the opportunity is 

out there.” The Roens have found a
healthy balance of leasing ground from
out-of-state landowners and purchasing
their own acres and putting that land
into conservation easements. 

It’s been the Roen’s experience that
when it comes to leasing out grazing,
absentee landowners are looking for
someone they can trust. The key to
their success has been keeping an open
mind and building relationships. “It
takes time to build trust,” Mitch said.
“But once you’ve got it, that landowner
is going to back you on anything.” 
Over the years, the Roens have been
intentional in seeking out landowners 
to work with. They have gone into
business with landowners from
Montana, Florida, and Georgia to name
a few. The arrangements work to both
party’s advantage. The Roens benefit
from the grazing while the landowner
has someone they trust managing the
ranch. “You don’t cut corners or take
advantage of things.” Mitch pointed
out. “I try and save landowners money
whenever I can. They appreciate
someone looking out for their interests.”

william f. long conservation award:
mitch and jen roen family
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While leasing ground is an important
component to the Roen’s operation,
adding to their own home ground has
always been a priority. They have found
success in seeking out what they view
as undervalued land. In 2008, a fire
burned through parts of Musselshell
County leaving the landscape black and
ashy. Soon after, some of the charred
acres came up for sale. Seeing the long-
term potential, The Roens were able to
purchase acreage at a discount. Not
needing to use the land immediately, 
they were able to let the rangeland heal
and the grass return. Again, in 2016, 
an undervalued ranch in the area 
came up for sale. The Roens were 
able to secure financing and purchase
additional home ground. 

Utilizing Natural Resource and
Conservation Service (NRCS)
programs, they made several
improvements, installing underground
storage tanks, pipelines, and stock
watering tanks. In addition, they built
corrals and installed a new irrigation
pivot to take advantage of the 
underutilized water rights that came
with the property. The pivot produces
healthy stands of alfalfa and forage,
which are used to supplement 
winter grazing. As a result of their
improvements to water infrastructure
on the ranch, the Roens are able to
spread out grazing across the
landscape and rest overworked
rangeland and riparian areas. 

The management changes have
benefited wildlife, particularly the
upland birds on the ranch. The Roen
Ranch is considered critical sage
grouse habitat, with an active lek 
(nesting site) on the property. As a
result of their thoughtful management,
many of the intermittent streams on the
property have returned. These areas
are critical for young sage grouse and
sharp-tailed grouse, who hide in the
thick grass and feast on insects during
early spring and summer. To benefit 
the sage grouse, the Roens refrain 
from grazing cattle during the spring,
removing any potential conflict
between livestock and the birds. 

In 2020, the Roens reached out to
MLR about the potential of enrolling 
their ranch in the NRCS Agricultural
Lands Easement (ALE) Program. After
discussion, it was evident that their
goals for the ranch aligned with the
program’s purpose, which is to protect
croplands and grasslands on working
farms and ranches by limiting 
non-agricultural uses of the land. 

The ALE Program is a useful tool
available to ranchers that can help 
even the playing field with recreational
buyers. When done right, the ALE
program helps ensure that active farms
and ranches stay in business, keeps
rural Montana communities alive, 
and the land available for the next
generation rancher. MLR was able to 
secure funding through NRCS, and 

the conservation easement closed in
December 2022. In conjunction with
the funded easement, the Roens also
donated a conservation easement 
on additional acreage they own,
allowing for a charitable tax deduction.
Combined, the two conservation
easements protect close to 5,000 acres
of greater sage grouse and upland bird
habitat in central Montana. 

The Montana Land Reliance is pleased
to recognize the Roen family as this
year’s recipient of the William F. Long
Conservation Award. The award is
given annually to a landowner who has
gone above and beyond in conserving
upland bird habitat. For the Roens, 
the decision to conserve the ranch
made sense. 

“We have a love for the land,” Mitch
and Jen noted. “Being able to preserve
it and keep it from being broken up is a
good thing. Keeping it in production is
important, even if it’s not in our family.”
MLR is proud to have partnered with
the Roen family to protect their ranch,
and hope that the land remains in their
stewardship as long as possible. 

“It takes time to 
build trust,” but once

you’ve got it, the
landowner is going to

back you on anything.”

Management changes on the ranch have benefitted wildlife,
particularly upland birds like sharp-tailed grouse.
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The Forever Montana Society exists to
honor those who have left a lasting legacy
of conservation, and to inspire others to 
do the same.

With perpetuity in mind, the Forever Montana Society
is open to all consenting MLR easement donors and 
to those who have provided for MLR’s mission in 
their overall financial and estate plans. Their gifts 
will help sustain agricultural lands, fish and wildlife
habitat, and open space for generations to come. 
This list recognizes those who have agreed to be 
listed as Forever Montana Society members. 

ABN Ranch
Arrington Ranch, LLC
Bartz, Tim & Trish
Berghold, Joanne & Billy
Bibler, Carol
Blanchet, Richard
Boyle, Rich & Jan
Brander, Linda
Burke, Steve & Gretchen
Byrne, Sam & Tracey
Chamberlin, Wayne
Conlon, Suzanne
Connell, Jeanne
Custer Battlefield 
  Preservation Committee

Dale, John & Cheryl
Dietrich, Christian 
  & Michelle

Thomas G. Eppich Trust

Fauth Ranch; 
  KJ & Lindsay Fauth & Family

Frazer, Eliza & Barry Hood
Freeman, Jr., Lee A.
French, Dave & Priscilla
Giese, Monte & Jeanna
Gildroy, Gordon & Mary Ann
Gingras, Paul & Sally
Goeddel, David & Alena
Guyette, Jim & Kay
Hall, Barry & Eleanor
Hegness, Paul
Henderson, Jay & Janette
Hohenlohe, Christian & Nora
Hutchins, Judith
Johnson, James & Sharon
Kalt, Joe & Judy Gans
Kellogg, Dennis & Kitty
Kelly, Francis J., MD 
  & Deloris L. 

Kelly, Kathryn
Kenyon, Lynn
Kerkvliet, Joe, PH.D.
Kiesling, Bob
King, Donald & Janemarie
Kress, Karen Bates
Laszlo, Jr., Andrew & Paulette
Legg, William
Leuschen, David
Long, Bill & Billie Miller
Mills, William A.
Montag, Kim & Jeff
Navratil, Gerald J. & Maryellen
NN Land & Cattle
Perry, Joe L. & Debby L.
Pfeiffer, Steven B.
Guido Rahr Family
R.V. Ranch Co.
Ringling, Rock 
  & Bobbi Uecker

Ritchey, David & Sue
Roth, Jane R.
Sauerbier Ranches
Schatz, Deborah & Greg
Schmidt, Chester, MD
Schutz, Jeffrey H. & Family
Shryer, Jeffrey H.
Smith, Carol
Smith, Michael
Spanjian, Kris & Ray Gilbertson
Sullivan, Donald
Talcott, Terry
Taylor, Jim & Valerie Anne
Teller Wildlife Refuge
Thorell, Carole
Torgrimson, Christine
Wilson, III, Kendrick R. 
  & Ann Jackson

Yorchak, Nicholas 
  & Molly Bauchmann 

Learn more about the Forever Montana 
Society at mtlandreliance.org.

forever montana society

Sunrise on the Rocky Mountain Front
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Abbott, Cody E.
Abbott, Francis H., Jr., & Frances M.
Abernethy, Samuel F.
Abrahamson, Eric S. & Donna B.
Ader, David & Pippa Bell
Alexander, Karen
Allen, Anna & Wills
Alton, Todd & Sharon
Amonette, James & Alexandra
Anderson, Kori & Jason Fleege
Anderson, Richard M. & Laurie
Andreae, Rob & Linda
Andy, Rob & Amor
Angiolillo, Bruce D. & Carol
Applegate, Michael & Rebecca
Arneson, Arnie & Sue
Ashworth, Sarah J. 
Atkinson, Michael P. & Melissa P.
Avis, Charlie
Avis, Freddy
Avis, Gregory M. & Anne R.
Axtell, Joe Page, Jr., Barbara Jean 
   Axtell, & Nancy Axtell
Backes, John
Bailey, Eli
Bales, Charles “Chip” C., IV 
   & Anne Donovan
Barker, Brian F. & Sally L.
Barnosky, Neil & Gloria
Bassett, Ryan
Baucus, John F. & Nina
Baumler, Mark F., PH.D. 
   & Ellen B., PH.D.
Bean-Dochnahl, Janet
Beevers, Kelly
Bell, Ronald S. & Kelly M.
Bendick, Eric
Berg, Rick & Gayle
Berghold, Joanne & William D.
Bibler, Carol & Jim Watson
Binger, James M. & Patricia S.
Bissell, Gael & Richard D. Mace
Bjergo, Jacqueline
Boone, Jean
Boyer, Christopher F. & Jennifer A.
Boyette, Van R. & Susan H.
Boyle, Jan & Rich

Braig, Robert A. & Beverly J.
Brander, Linda L.
Breaux, Leslie J.
Brescia, Joseph A.
Brim, Michael & Arlyne
Broadbent, Camille W.
Brockway, Dean
Brown, David R.
Brown, Jan
Brown, Scott & Deb
Browne, William H. & Carol D.
Bryan, Pamela R. & William L.
Buchman, Graycen
Buckley, Alice
Bucklin, Linda Hale
Bucklin, Nicholas & Marcela
Burke, Kathleen L.
Burke, Stephen B. & Gretchen H.
Busby, Col. Arthur E., III & Patricia
Butler, Amie F.
Cahill, Edward L. 
   & Kathleen Mooney-Cahill 
Campbell, Catherine S.
Campbell, Sara, Estate of
Carcierre, Andrew M. & Carol Taylor
Carlson, George A. & Francis I.
Carlson, Jehnet
Carroll, Alan
Carroll, Don & Traute Parrie
Carron, John C. & Traci L. Telander
Carron, Reid & Rebecca L. Rom
Carton, John Laurence
Casey, Ilene & James
Cassell, John L. “Jay”, Jr.
Catlin, Teresa Louise
Chaffin, Eric
Chamberlin, Dr. S. Wayne
Chanania, Andrew
Chart, John F. & Teresa G.
Chase, John A.
Cholnoky, John & Amy
Christensen, Ben & Anja
Clark, Martin & Margaret
Clarke, Augusta “Gusty”
William R. & Katharine M. Closs Family
Cole, Connie & Dave
Cole, David & Peggy Osburn
Collins, John, Jr., & Anne 

Colton, Shane D. & Gina McIntyre
Conlon, Suzanne B.
Connell, Tom
Cooley, David E. & Jody
Copeland, Christie & Bruce
Corbin, Parker & Hillary
Corbin, Peter
Cote, David M. & Maureen
Cowles, Reynolds R., Jr., & Evelyn C.
Cox, William “Jay” & Dody
Crawford, Justin
Cullman, Edgar
Cummings, Jim & Kathleen M.
Currie, Ryan
Cutro, Bonnie
Dakin, Sarah G.
Dale, John S. & Cheryl L.
Dana, Andrew C. & Susan W.
Dana, John L. & Margo
Davey, Matt
Davidson, Karen
Davis, Steven
Day, Sarah W. 
Delmue, Jason
Deveny, Tom W.
DeYoung, James W. & Penelope W.
Dickinson, Julie A.
Dolan, Stephen
Domaille, Mike & Nancy
Donahue, Charles
The Donahue Family
Donnelley, Thomas E., II, & Barbara C. 
Dorn, Joseph W. & Palmer
Eder, Bert P., Sr., & Jo Ann
Edwards, John & Gayla
Edwards, Quinn
Ellis, Alexander
Ellis, Janet H. & James C. Hansen
Emery, Bob & Dana Morton
Engebretson, Mark F. & Carol M. H.
Engebretson, Peter
Engle, Jessica
Epple, Andrew C. & Paulette J.
Epstein, Stuart
Erickson, Jay & Ann Gilkey
Erwin, William A.
Etheridge, Nancy D. 
Fanizzi, Fred & Maria

Fearon, Robert Scott & Jennifer J.
Feckanin, John
Fife, Doug
Fisher, Richard & Joanne
Fitzgerald, Paul
Fitzpatrick, Jessamine
Flowers, Natalie
Fornes, Don & Lauren
Foster, Timothy E. & Ellen P.
Fowler, Tana & Don
Fox, Paul & Janet
Frater, Hugh R. & Kristen J. Feldman
Freeman, William H. & Elizabeth Joyce
Friend, Robert B. & Michelle
Fuqua, Pamela A. & Mary C. Campbell
Gabler, Gregory
Galbreath, Lizanne
Galvin, Christopher B. & Cynthia B.
Garlick, Lawrence & Pamela
Garten, David B. & Anita W.
Sam Gary, Jr., Family
Gewirz, Michael K. & Cleo S. 
Gildroy, Gordon Joe & Mary Ann
Gillam, Con & Daphne
Gilmor, Zachary
Gingras, Paul, DMD, & Sally
Gobbs, Richard L. & Susan G.
Goeddel, David V. & Alena Z.
Goldberg, Frederick 
   & Carolyn Lakewold 
Goodwin, J. Barton & Elizabeth F.
Gordon, Richard & Cheryl Watkins
Gray, Randall H. & Nora Flaherty-Gray
Gregotti, Marco
Grusin, David & Nancy E. Newton
Guckenberg, David S. & June
Haley, Ian

Hall, C. Barrows & Eleanor L.
Hall, Joanie & Robert
Hamburg, Scott & Anna Zon
Hamilton, Ryan
Hansen, Elaine
Hapner, Kenneth D.
Hardy, Eleanor
Haring, William F., Jr., 
   & Carol McSweeney
Harris, Jerrold B. & Bobette J.
Harris, Lisbeth (Lou Ann)
Hayes, George & Catherine
Heenan, John
Heminway, John
Henderson, Wallace
Herman, Sidney N. & Margaret D.
Hess, Philip
Heyward, D. Clinch
Hiassen, Carl A. & Fenia
Hibbard, Chase 
Hibbard, Scott & Gretchen
Hibbard, Tyrrell & Mary
Higgins, Tyler
Highland, James A.
Hill, Marilyn & Wayne
Hoffman, Mark R. & Mary N.
Hohenlohe, Christian C. & Nora R.
Holland, Noel J. & Yvonne
Hops, Larry W. 
   & Collette I. Brooks-Hops
Hudson, Bannus B. & Cecily K.
Humphreys, Brett
Hurd, Robert N., MD, & Carol L.
Huss, Tiffany
Hutchins, Judith
Hutten, Jeff & Tamara
Jackson, Roy & Gretchen S.

The Montana Land Reliance thanks the individuals and organizations
that have contributed to its success during the past year. MLR also extends
thanks to those who have asked to remain anonymous.

fam i ly  of  fr i ends

indiv iduals

Axtell, Jr., Joe Page, Barbara 
   Jean Axtell, & Nancy Axtell
Carlson, Jehnet
Casey, Ilene D. Fulker 
Martin & Margaret M. Clark, LLC
Cornell, Stephen E. 
   & Maura Grogan Cornell
Dry Creek Ranch, LLP
Gildroy, Gordon Joe 
   & Mary Ann
Herman, Sidney N.
Hutchins, Judith
Lepley Creek Livestock Co.
Lund, Marion I.
Machler, D. Mark & Sheila J.
   Machler, Joel Frank Machler,
   & Lisa Lynn Werner 

George Mattson Farms, Inc. 
   & Janice Mattson
Middle Fork Land 
   & Livestock, Inc.
Rimkus, Leon D. & Alice F.
Roen, Mitch Del 
   & Jennifer Marie
Round Grove Ranch Company 
Shields River, LLC
Six Meadows Ranch LLC
Sullivan, Donald G.
Switchback Ranch, LLC
Teller Wildlife Refuge, Inc.
Thistle Creek Ranch
Yellow Mountain 
   Preserve, LLC

easement  donors
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James, Pietro N. & Lynn A.
Johnson, Brad
Johnson, Greg E. & Tracy
Johnson, Lawrence D.
Johnson, Leonard & Patricia
Johnson, Mary
Johnson, Ralph & Hilary
Jones, Joseph
Jones, Michael C. & Mary Frances
Jones, Paul Tudor, II
Jones, Tom & Alvira
Jones, Trent
Jones, Walker & Bill
Jovick, Robert L. & Stacey
Joys, David & Sandra
Judd, Robert H. & Kathryn L. Kelly
Julian, Christine
Kalimian, Albert K. & Manda
Kaufman, Kenneth & Barbara F.
Keenan, John H., IV, & Teresa A. Byhre
Kellogg, Dennis & Katherine
Kelly, Deloris L.
Kempff, Jonathan & Janet
Kendall, Katherine & George Sherman
Kennon, Aaron J. & Annika R.
Kidd, Matthew & Sheena
Kiesling, Robert
Kim, Judith Allen
King, Donald A., Jr., & Janemarie
Knell, Charles A. & Marcia S.
Knudsen, Kathy L.
Konigsberg, Jan & Christy
Krause, Caroline
Kress, Kenneth A. & Karen B.
Kretschmann, Jennifer
Kuhn, Walter, Jr., & Nancy
Kulina, Thomas P. & Meri Stevens
Kuntz, Gail & Terry Wheeling
Kurey, Peter
Kurtz, Willis & Caroline Lupfer
LaFoley, Hilary & Ryan
Lahey, John & Deborah
Lalani, Sal & Carol
Lammers, Emily
Landes, Paul H.
Lang, Roger A. & Sue J.
Larsen, KayVee
Larsen, Lisa A. & Raymond Flaherty
Laszlo, Andrew, Jr., & Paulette
Laszlo, Jeff
Lauer, Patricia A.
Leaphart, William & Barbara
Leclerc, Richard
Lee Family
Legg, William M.
Leifer, Nancy 
Leuschen, David M. 
Levitan, Matthew

Levy, Paul
Lindbergh, Land M.
London, Mimi
Long, William & Billie Miller
Longhart, Fred
Lopez, Johnny O. & Elizabeth M.
Lortscher, Mr. & Mrs. Dr. David
Lund, Marion
MacDowell, Rosalie A.
Mackay, Dwight & Margaret
Mackley, Julie A.
Maclay, Helena & John W. Larson
Madden, Elizabeth
Marks, Heidi
Martin, Sandy & Anne 
Matelich, George E.
McCurdy, Brian & Dalton
McCurdy, David & Kathy
McDermott, Edward T. & Emily Q.
McGee, Suzanne Perot
McLoughlin, Kelly
McManus, Sandra J.
Melzer, Tyler
Merrill, John
Merritt, John B.
Messina, James & Taya Cromley
Meyer, Neil & Dixie
Miller, John W. & Debra K. 
Miller, Lin & Megan
Minton, Dwight C.
Mitchell, D. Brent & Kathryn L.
Monn, Mark
Montag, Jeffrey M. & Kim H.
Montagne, Claudia
Montague, Chris 
Morgan, Lance & Gloria Borger
Morgens, Edwin & Linda
Moseley, Paul
Mott, Maryanne
Mulligan, Jim
Musser, Bill, Linda, Philip, & Lila
Neary, Rebecca
Nehal, Dr. Kishwer S. 
   & Dr. Adrian Fisher
Nehls, Lindsey
Nelson, Davilyn L.
Nelson, Paul B.
Newman, Andra & Elliot
Newman, Eric
Nicholson, Alan & Nancy
Nordell, Betsy
Norsworthy, George
Nova, Dan & Annette
Nutt, Robert
Nutt, William & Deborah S.
O’Connor, Emily
O’Connor, Roy S. & Susan
O’Dell, Matt & Katie Stokes
O’Steen, John & Judi

Odegaard, Paul & Suzanne
Offenkrantz, Fred
Ogden, Roger H.
Olinger, Skip & Deborah
Olmstead, Brian
Olsen, George S. & Ellen Vogelsang
Olsen, Sandi & Bill
Olson, Sheryl
Oswood, Mark W. & Judith L.
Owen, David L. & Kathryn J.
Owen, Morgan & Marisa
Owen, Russell & Jill
Packard, Julie 
Page, Norman
Paine, Peter S., Jr.
Parker, Paul W. & Anne P.
Parkinson, Don M.
Parks, Stephen E. & Judith D.
Patrick, Donna & Mike
Paul, Ronald N.
Paull, Jennifer
Peck, Charles & Yuryra Guzman
Perkins, David D. & Nancy MacKinnon
Petersen, Gerald R.
Petrin, Chris
Pfeiffer, Steven B. 
   & Kristin Reagan Pfeiffer
Phelps, Chris & Margaret Hollow-Phelps
Phelps, Jenny & Colin
Phinney, Ben & Barbara
Ploder, Steven E. & Lisa A.
Poett, Henry W., III, & Cynthia S.
Polemis, Michael A. & Barbara M.
Povich, Maurice R. & Connie Chung 
Prasad, Amol
Pribyl, Julie & Marie
Putnam, Donald & Alexandra
Rahr, David & Bridget
Raible, Joe & Barbara
Rasker, Raymond & Jodi
Rasmussen, Robert S.
Rauner, Bruce V. & Diana Mendley
Reed, Glenn W. & Barbara W.
Rice, Errol
Richards, Katherine
Rietz, Richard & Helen
Rimkus, Leon D. & Alice F.
Ringling, Rock & Bobbi Uecker
Robbins, Gary L. & Cheryl J.
Roberts, Donald & Carol 
Robinson, G.A., IV
Roe, Sandra B.
Roen, Jen & Mitch
Rogers, Thomas T.
Rohrer, Douglas & Carol
Romatowski, Peter J. & Suzanne Bonner
Rosenthal, Edward S. & Nancy G.
Rosenthal, Noah
Rostad, Phil 

Roth, Jane R.
Roy, Caroline
Royer, Wilfried L. & Margaret A.
Rubin, James S. & Gretchen
Rubin, Robert E. & Judith O.
Ruedisili, Robert D.
Rundquist, John
Russell, Susan & Robert
Ryan, William B.F.
Samardich, Christine
Sampson, John
Santa, John L. & Carol M.
Satterthwaite, Frank L. & Janet
Saunders, Chris
Savage, Sarah & Robert
Scharnberg, William 
   & Kathleen Reynolds
Schiltz, Sharon
Schmidt, Dr. Chester W., Jr.
Schneider, Aaron
Schriock, Janet
Schriock, Stephanie
Schulein, Benjamin
Schulein, Dr. Mark 
   & Dr. Genevieve Reid
Schutz, Jeffrey H. & Charlotte Caldwell
Schwab, Charles R. & Helen O. 
Seal, Christian G.
Seitz, Dr. Frank
Selinger, Joseph J., Jr., & Noreen
Shearer, Cindy
Sheckleton, George
Sherman, Roger
Shore, Stephen & Virginia
Shryer, Jeffrey H., Living Trust
Siderius, Charles E. 
Siderius, Kenneth L. 
   & Catherine Malarchick
Silverman, Paul & Constance M.
Simonds, Edward T. & Margaret R.
Smith, Jay
Smith, Michael K. & Dolly Webster
Smith, Paul “Brud”
Snyder, Paul
Snyderman, Nancy, MD
Sollers, Joseph Sedwick, III, & Magge
Sorensen, Jerald L. & Patti
Spanjian, Kris & Ray Gilbertson
Spinelli, Margaret A. & Felix J. 
Staub, Sherry
Steiner, Ernest & Anna
Stephens, Ralph C. & Betsy W.
Stephenson-Love, John D.
Stevenson, Carol S.
Stolp, Staci
Stowell, Jeffrey L. & Carol S.
Stoy, Paddy
Suhre, Joseph
Sullivan, Don

Sumers, Gary
Swindlehurst, Joseph T. & Carolyn C.
Sykes, Gary
Taylor, Bill, III, & Susie
Taylor, James C. & Beatrice R.
Taylor, James H. & Valerie Anne
Tempest, Jennifer Phelps
Thacher, John & Carry
Thisted, Elizabeth G. 
Thomason, Rich & Sally
Thorell, Lennart M. & Carol C.
Tingle, Gene A. 
Townsend, Jerry
Trayer, Chuck & Denise B.
Tsiang, Judith A.
Van Dyke, Deborah
Vana, Jordan
Vana, Judy
Vermillion, Clinton D., MD, 
   & Margaret H.
Vermillion, Dan 
Vogel-Wright, Hedwig G.
von Clemm, Emmiliese
Von Stade, Charles S., Jr., & Eleanor
Vranish, Dr. Loren S. & Sherry L.
Vung, Jornie & Jennifer
Walker, Diana & Mallory
Waller, John & Amy
Wallner, Fred & Mary Kay
Walter, John & Wendy
Ward, Rebecca
Warren, Andrew
Watson, Lorraine
Webel, Alex
Weissman, Irving L., MD, & Ann
Welch, Jeff & Kelly Niles
Wellenstein, Michael S. & Cori E.
Weyerhaeuser, Robert M.
Wheeler, Patrick & Sarah
White, Sara
Whitney, Arthur J. & Sandra L.
Wilkerson, Jessica
Wilkins Family
Williams, Burton & Joan
Williams, Conrad “Duke”
Wilson, Kendrick R., III, & Ann Jackson 
Wilson, Jacob
Wilson, John L. & Jan
Wilson, Suzanne
Woodsum, Steve & Anne R. Lovett
Wortman, Kirk
Wright, Theodore M. & Elizabeth H. 
Wrinkle, Guy Curtis & Cynthia
Yorchak, Nick & Molly Bauchmann
Zackheim, Hugh & Karen
Zagel, Ellie Frey & Chad Zagel
Zaideman, Robert & Julie
Zovickian, Stephen & Jan

individuals, continued
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1111 Foundation
Acts 20:35 Fund
Adirondack Foundation – 
   Paine Family Fund
AGL Foundation
Linda & Barry Allen Foundation, Inc.
Amazonsmile Foundation
American Public Land Exchange Co., Inc.
Michael D. & Susan H. Arneson 
   Family Fund
Avis Charitable Fund
B Bar Ranch
Anne & Alex Bernhardt Foundation
Bibler Resources Company
Big Sky Resort Area District
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
The Broadbent Family Foundation, Inc.
Burnham Family Foundation 
C. Stone Foundation
Cadeau Foundation
Cenex Pipeline, LLC
Cherbec Advancement Foundation
The Cinnabar Foundation
Clausen Law Group
The Coulter/Weeks 
   Charitable Foundation
Coxe Family Fund
Davis Family Charitable Trust
Gary W. Dietrich Family Foundation
The Dovana Foundation, Inc.
Driggers Foundation
Dykstra Electric, LLC
East Rosebud Fly & Tackle Company
Eaves Family Foundation
Eddy Foundation
Emmett Foundation
The Charles Engelhard Foundation
Fanwood Foundation
Feldman Frater Charitable Account
The Folley Family Foundation
Geraldine C. & Emory M. Ford 
   Foundation
Gates of the Mountains Foundation
Grey Rocks Foundation, Inc.
Gulch Distillers
The Guyette Family Fund
Heart of the Rockies
Helena Home Team
Huppert, Swindlehurst & Woodruff, PC
Hutchins Family Foundation
Robin & Ron Karp Family 
   Philanthropic Fund 
J C Kennedy Foundation, Inc.

Robert Wood Johnson 
   1962 Charitable Trust
Larsson Danforth Family Foundation
The Andrew & Paulette Laszlo 
   Foundation
Lechner & Stauffer, Inc.
Lewis & Clark Expeditions, Inc.
Little-Kittinger Foundation
Mattson Farms
Middle Fork Land & Livestock
Montana State Employee 
   Charitable Giving
Moonlight Community Foundation
Morgan Stanley
The Nalen Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Parker Law Firm
Patagonia.com
PGN Foundation
Pleiades Foundation
The Pocket Foundation
Pond Family Foundation Trust 
PTJ Operations, LLC
Rahr Foundation
Rao Family Giving Fund
Real World Design
Reed Family Foundation
Rolfing Family Fund 
Round Grove Ranch Company
Ruby Habitat Foundation
The Schlinger Family Foundation
Mike & Andrea Scholtz Family Fund
Sieben Live Stock Company
SLF Foundation
Slaton Newton Philanthropic Fund 
The Stake Foundation
The Tapeats Fund
John & Carry Thacher Family Fund
The Leroy Thom, Jean Thom 
   and T-L Foundation, Inc.
Tordik Wildlife Foundation
Trayer Travel
Treeline Coffee Roasters
Trust for Public Land
Vroon Family Gift Fund
Matthew A. & Susan B. 
   Weatherbie Foundation
James Wellington & Family Gift Fund
Western Conservation Foundation
The Wildwood Foundation
Willie’s Distillery, Inc.
Willinphila Foundation 
Woodson Ranch

foundations, companies, & organizations

Bitter Creek area in northeastern Montana

Broadbent, William
Bucklin, Bill
Campbell, Sara
Cosgriff, Frank
Crawford, Tim
Gannett, David, Sr.
Grundhofer, Patti
Johnson, Jim
Joyce, John

Kmon, William Stanley
McIvor, Dr. William 
Micks, Wiley
Nelson, Helen
Nussbaum, Bradley
Ottey, Mark
Owen, David
Rand, John “Jack” Franklin
Rosenthal, Nancy

Samardich, Donald
Sauber, Greg
Schaub, Joyce
Taylor, Jean 
Taylor, Lu
Thisted, Ralph
Wilson, John
Wilson, Penelope
Woodson, Martha

i n  memor i am

Remembering friends who passed in 2022 and friends 
recognized with memorial gifts in the last year.
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Thanks to the continued support
of its generous donors, MLR was 
able to build on its land conservation
legacy by partnering with landowners to
conserve significant new acreage in key
landscapes across Montana.

MLR’s operations continue to be 
amazingly efficient, with expenditures 
for the year running under budget.
Revenues for the year exceeded
expenditures – as they have for the 
past 44 years.

Income $ 3,374,202

Expenses $ 2,152,668

General Fund $ 5,499,412
    
Accounts    $ 225,844
Receivable/Payable
   

Land Acquisition $ 6,427,688
Fund

Total Assets $ 12,152,944
as of 12-31-22

f inancial report 

the montana
land reliance
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Land Protection Fund $ 17,219,978

The corpus is available to defend 
and protect land already under 
easement. Income is used for 
stewardship projects, monitoring 
of easements, and completing 
easements for donors who 
cannot cover these costs.

General Fund $ 10,520,587

Account used for day-to-day 
operations of the Foundation
and MLR.

Conservation Fund $ 2,565,097

A permanent, irrevocable 
endowment designed to accept 
gifts from individuals or direct gifts 
from corporations, partnerships, 
or estates.

Traditions Fund $  51,585

A permanent, irrevocable 
endowment designed to accept 
planned gifts from individuals 
or direct gifts from corporations, 
partnerships, or estates.

Total Assets $30,357,247

as of 12-31-22

*a 509(a)(3) support organization to The Montana Land Reliance

f inancial report In 2022, the Montana Land Reliance
Foundation* (the Foundation) kept 
a focus on preserving the mission 
and long-term vision to ensure
investments can earn the income
required to support MLR’s perpetual
conservation efforts, despite volatile
markets. The Foundation provided
$344,546 in support to MLR 
for stewardship and easement
monitoring. Additionally, the
Foundation granted $119,844 to 
MLR for education and outreach 
work to enhance local support for
private land conservation. 

The Foundation Board works with
investment managers to steward the
investment portfolio in a conservative
manner while maintaining compliance
with investment policies. Total
realized and unrealized investment
earnings for 2022 were a net loss 
of 19%, however the Foundation is
keeping its focus on a long-term
investment horizon, and the 

Board is working with investment 
managers on strategies that will
protect the assets during volatile
markets.  

The Foundation Board members –
Skip Olinger, Karen Kress, John
Heyneman, Chris Montague, 
and I – are honored to serve and
steward the Foundation’s investments
to perpetuate MLR’s mission of 
open space conservation for 
many years to come.

the montana land reliance foundation

Kirsten Feldman,
MLR Foundation
President



Ruby Habitat Foundation (RHF)
completed its twentieth year in 2022.
Looking back over the last 20 years, 
I must first say that I feel honored to
have been part of this special, unique
organization and I am grateful to 
Craig and Martha Woodson for
including me. 

Thinking back, I remember sitting at
the meeting as Craig formalized the
agreement with The Montana Land
Reliance and at that time, Ruby Habitat
Research Foundation, and having no
understanding of what Craig was
wanting to create. I was a young
rancher thrown into a place where 
I would come to be acquainted with
people that I would never have 
had contact with otherwise. My
understanding of good stewardship 
of our natural resources began to be
broadened and the need for innovation
in agriculture, and education of
resource management issues to those
near and far being of great importance.
My life has been greatly enriched
because of Craig.

I remember the days of Craig coming
to Montana in the spring, full of new
ideas and projects he had researched
during the winter months and making
sure they happened.

The cows eating weeds project seemed
to bring out a lot of local interest, 
and quite frankly, some skepticism. 
As it turns out cattle can be trained 
to eat weeds and seem to enjoy the
challenge of chewing on a thistle. 
They even teach their friends how to
devour weeds.

I was privileged to have had the
opportunity to tour Woodson Ranch
with a group of monks from Tibet.
Their colorful dress really stood out 
in rural Montana. The time spent
together was fascinating, including
conversations about their culture and
conservation issues, and us explaining
the ideas we were working on, all
through an interpreter. Perhaps, RHF
may have influenced conservation
decisions thousands of miles away 
from the Ruby Valley. 

22

The Ruby Habitat Foundation* is dedicated to preserving and
enhancing the natural resources and social and economic 
makeup of the Ruby Valley and southwestern Montana.

*a 509(a)(3) support organization to The Montana Land Reliance

Each of you is an
important partner 

in continuing 
Craig and Martha’s

vision.

ruby  hab i tat  foundat ion
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Income             $     654,376

Expenses                           $     390,586

Net Income                        $    263,790

Rural Heritage &       $     107,431
Open Lands Fund

Hill Education &                $     151,453
Outreach Endowment      
   
Woodson Ranch               $  8,035,219
Endowment                      
                                          
General Fund         $     323,542

Fixed Assets
   Equipment &                 $     494,572
   Improvements                                  
   Land              $  9,052,427
   Visitor Center &             $       50,271
   Donated Art

Total Assets                        $18,214,915
as of 12-31-22

Group A:
The Montana Land Reliance
George Olsen 
Kendall Van Dyk, 
   Vice-chairman
Rock Ringling 
   
Group B: 
Woodson Family
Leslie Vanderpool, 
   Secretary-Treasurer
Lisa Matthews
Catherine Mitts 
David Mitts 

Group C: 
Ruby Valley Community
Neil Barnosky, Chairman
Bruce Peterson  
Steve Wood 

Executive Director
Les Gilman
   
Outreach Coordinator
Dave Delisi
   

board of directorsfinancial report 

Neil Barnosky, 
RHF Chairman

One of the memories that always makes
me smile is the first year that Craig held
a dove hunt on the ranch. Apparently,
this is a Texas tradition and he wanted
to have us Montanans experience it.
Knowing nothing about dove hunting 
I got out my old 16 gauge and grabbed
a handful of shells. I was expecting to
walk about the ranch for the day and
maybe see a few doves, but I knew 
that breakfast would be good. I was
surprised to find out that he had planted
wheat fields and hundreds of doves had
discovered the fields. The morning
sounded like a shooting range. I even
had BBs rain down on my hat more
than once. 

As I think back on the years of looking
forward to the summer meeting, when
Andy Laszlo would give us an amazing
presentation about investing and the
economy, I remember the “deer in the
headlights” moment when George
Swan, a strong community leader and
personality, retired and the decision to
make me the chairman of the board had
already been made. It is something 
I won’t ever forget.

2022 has seen our last founder pass on,
Martha Woodson. I always saw her as 
an inspiration and a light wherever 
she was. 

Our 20-year Executive Director, Les
Gilman, retired at the end of 2022. 
RHF would not be what it has become
without his strong leadership and
vision. He will be sorely missed but 
has also positioned RHF to continue
forward as a strong voice and example
of stewardship in the Ruby Valley. 
Thank you Les!

As I think over the memories from 
the last 20 years, I am very appreciative
of the many supporters of RHF. 
Each one is an important partner in
continuing Craig and Martha’s vision.
My gratitude goes out to each of you.
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2022 Annual Report: Essay and award stories by MLR staff. Design by Real World Design. Printed by Advanced Litho Printing.

d irectors, staff, & trustees

council of trustees

land stewards

George Olsen
President
Retired CPA
Helena, MT

Rick Berg
Vice President
Rancher
Martinsdale, MT

Phil Rostad
Secretary-Treasurer
Rancher
White Sulphur Springs, 
MT/Bozeman, MT

Shane Colton
Attorney
Billings, MT

Taya Cromley
Behavior Health 
Consultant
Clyde Park, MT

Kirsten Feldman
Businesswoman
Nye, MT/New York, NY

Caroline Kurtz
Writer/Editor
Missoula, MT

David Leuschen
Founder/Senior
Managing Director,
Riverstone 
Holdings, LLC
Roscoe, MT/
New York, NY

Chris Montague
Business Owner
Billings, MT

Julie Pribyl
Landowner
Great Falls, MT

Jerry Sorensen
Retired Land Asset
Management
Bigfork, MT

Jerry Townsend
Rancher
Highwood, MT

Judy Tureck
Landowner
Coffee Creek, MT

Dan Vermillion
Business Owner
Livingston, MT

John Carron, PhD
Hydros Consulting
Boulder, CO

John S. Dale
Retired
Ovando, MT/
Waubay, SD

Bob & Joanie Hall
Businesspeople
Livingston, MT/
New York, NY

Sidney (Skip) Herman
Managing Partner
Bartlit Beck Herman
Palenchar & Scott, LLP
Big Timber, MT/
Chicago, IL

Judy Hutchins
Landowner
Heron, MT

Hamilton E.
“Tony” James
Chairman, 
Jefferson River Capital
Twin Bridges, MT/
New York, NY

David S. Joys
Retired
Nye, MT/New York, NY

Jim Messina
President & CEO
The Messina Group
Clyde Park, MT/
Washington, D.C.

David R. Paoli
Partner, 
Paoli & Leisher, P.C.
Missoula, MT

Monica Conrad Paoli
Businesswoman
Missoula, MT

William Taylor, III
Partner,
Zuckerman/Spaeder, LLP
Emigrant, MT/
Washington, DC

Kendrick R. Wilson, III
Retired Businessman
Hobe Sound, FL

Kirk Wortman
Businessman
Jackson Hole, WY

Matt Bell
GIS Coordinator/
Land Steward

Paul Burdett
General Counsel

Kim Cook
Administrative Assistant

Brad Hansen
Eastern Manager

Kathryn Kelly
Greater Yellowstone
Manager

Bri Nottingham
Stewardship 
Coordinator

Mark Schiltz
Western Manager

Becky Stearns
Bookkeeper

Katie Stokes
Managing Director

Will Trimbath
Stewardship Director

Kendall Van Dyk
Managing Director

Jordan Vana
Managing Director

Jessie Wiese
Southwest Manager

Terry Althaus
Louise Bruce
Don Carroll
Andrea Darling
Pat Flanary
Cathey Hardin
Ron Hvizdak
Jerry Iverson
Skip Kowalski
Gayleen Malone

Maria Mantas
Tom Maxwell
John Moorhouse
Brian Neilsen
Dan Reinhart
Jim Roscoe
Erin Shanahan
Kevin Suzuki
Denise Wade

Kori Anderson
Corvallis, MT

Freddy Avis
Los Angeles, CA

Nick Bucklin
Mill Valley, CA

Augusta “Gusty” 
Clarke

New York, NY

Ben Christensen
Bozeman, MT

Parker Corbin
Greenwich, CT

Steven Davis
Bozeman, MT

Brian McCurdy
Bozeman, MT

Jess Peterson
Billings, MT

Errol Rice
Bozeman, MT

future montana 
committee

staffboard of directors
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Staff can assist you 
in determining the most

suitable option for 
your financial needs. 

Call us at 406-443-7027 
or visit mtlandreliance.org 

There are many ways that families,
individuals, foundations, corporations,
and organizations can provide financial
support for MLR’s conservation work. 

Because MLR is a non-profit corporation,
contributions made to MLR are tax-deductible.
Planned gifts are one way to make a meaningful
impact on MLR’s mission, but there are many 
ways that families, individuals, foundations,
corporations, and organizations can provide
financial support for MLR’s conservation work.

Stock gifts are welcome and MLR has a very
streamlined process in place through its 
investment team to assist donors to ensure 
a smooth, well-documented transaction.

Your gift goes directly to MLR’s work with private
landowners to protect Montana’s open spaces 
and working landscapes.

How to Give
• Cash contributions
• Securities, land, vehicles, and other property

Gift & Estate Planning
• Bequests
• Gift annuities
• Charitable trusts
• Life estate gifts
• Life insurance policies
• Beneficiary designations
• Retirement assets

MLR’s tax identification number is 81- 0369262.

how you can help

Swan Valley 



helena office
Post Office Box 355 • Helena, Montana 59624-0355

406-443-7027 • info@mtlandreliance.org

glacier/flathead office
Post Office Box 460 • Bigfork, Montana 59911-0460

406-837-2178 • mlrnw@mtlandreliance.org

greater yellowstone office
Post Office Box 10843 • Bozeman, Montana 59719-0843

406-579-5481 • mlrgy@mtlandreliance.org

southwest office
3701 Trakker Trail Ste. 1 B 161, Bozeman, MT 59718

406-570-4271 • mlrsw@mtlandreliance.org

mtlandrel iance.org


